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It was only in the sixteenth century that texts began to refer to the significance of "economic activity" -- of
sustaining life. This was not because the ordinary business of life was thought unimportant, but because the
principles governing economic conduct were thought to be obvious or uncontroversial. The subsequent
development of economic writing thus parallels the development of capitalism in Western Europe. From the
seventeenth to the twenty-first century there has been a constant shift in content, audience, and form of
argument as the literature of economic argument developed. The Economy of the Word proposes that to
understand the various forms that economic literature has taken, we need to adopt a more literary approach in
economics specifically, to adopt the instruments and techniques of philology. This way we can conceive the
history of economic thought to be an on-going work in progress, rather than the story of the emergence of
modern economic thinking. This approach demands that we pay attention to the construction of particular
texts, showing the work of economic argument in different contexts. In sum, we need to pay attention to the
"economy of the word".

The Economy of the Word is divided into three parts. The first explains what the term "economy" has meant
from Antiquity to Modernity, coupling this conceptual history with an examination of how the idea of
national income was turned into a number during the first half of the twentieth century. The second part is
devoted to Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations, considering first the manner in which Smith deals with
international trade, and then the way in which the book was read in the course of the nineteenth century. Part
III examines the sources used by Karl Marx and L?on Walras in developing their economic analysis, drawing
attention to their shared intellectual context in French political economy.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Ridgway:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide The Economy of the Word: Language, History, and
Economics (Oxford Studies in History of Economics) will make you to become smarter. You can feel far
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or appropriate book with you?

Greta Rivera:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to be go
through. The Economy of the Word: Language, History, and Economics (Oxford Studies in History of
Economics) can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short free time
problems.

Lisa Lee:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The Economy of the Word:
Language, History, and Economics (Oxford Studies in History of Economics) is simple to create you can
read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often
the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Thomas Crittenden:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Economy of the
Word: Language, History, and Economics (Oxford Studies in History of Economics) which is having the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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