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Takuan S?ho’s (1573–1645) two works on Zen and swordsmanship are among the most straightforward and
lively presentations of Zen ever written and have enjoyed great popularity in both premodern and modern
Japan. Although dealing ostensibly with the art of the sword, Record of Immovable Wisdom and On the
Sword Taie are basic guides to Zen—“user’s manuals” for Zen mind that show one how to manifest it not
only in sword play but from moment to moment in everyday life.

Along with translations of Record of Immovable Wisdom and On the Sword Taie (the former, composed in
all likelihood for the shogun Tokugawa Iemitsu and his fencing master, Yagy? Munenori), this book includes
an introduction to Takuan’s distinctive approach to Zen, drawing on excerpts from the master’s other
writings. It also offers an accessible overview of the actual role of the sword in Takuan’s day, a period that
witnessed both a bloody age of civil warfare and Japan’s final unification under the Tokugawa shoguns.
Takuan was arguably the most famous Zen priest of his time, and as a pivotal figure, bridging the Zen of the
late medieval and early modern periods, his story (presented in the book’s biographical section) offers a rare
picture of Japanese Zen in transition.

For modern readers, whether practitioners of Zen or the martial arts, Takuan’s emphasis on freedom of mind
as the crux of his teaching resonates as powerfully as it did with the samurai and swordsmen of Tokugawa
Japan. Scholars will welcome this new, annotated translation of Takuan’s sword-related works as well as the
host of detail it provides, illuminating an obscure period in Zen’s history in Japan.
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From reader reviews:

Eugene Glover:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Sword of Zen: Master Takuan and His Writings on Immovable Wisdom and the Sword Tale the
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but
surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one
application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The Sword of Zen:
Master Takuan and His Writings on Immovable Wisdom and the Sword Tale giving you one more
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life within this
era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you
are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time
activity?

Fred Martinez:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Sword of Zen: Master Takuan and
His Writings on Immovable Wisdom and the Sword Tale that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Sword of Zen: Master Takuan and His Writings on
Immovable Wisdom and the Sword Tale become your starter.

Antonio Mock:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Sword of Zen: Master Takuan and His Writings on
Immovable Wisdom and the Sword Tale why because the amazing cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or
maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Charles Gray:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Sword of Zen: Master Takuan and His
Writings on Immovable Wisdom and the Sword Tale is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can
buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.



And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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