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The story of the American Civil War is not complete without examining the extraordinary and influential
lives of Jessie Frémont, Nelly McClellan, Ellen Sherman, and Julia Grant, the wives of Abraham Lincoln’s
top generals. They were their husbands’ closest confidantes and had a profound impact on the generals’
ambitions and actions. Most important, the women’s own attitudes toward and relation- ships with Lincoln
had major historical significance.

Candice Shy Hooper’s lively account covers the early lives of her subjects, as well as their families, their
education, their political attitudes, and their personal beliefs. Once shots were fired on Fort Sumter, the
women were launched out of their private spheres into a wholly different universe, where their relationships
with their husbands and their personal opinions of the president of the United States had national and
historical consequences.

The approaches and styles of Frémont and McClellan contrast with those of Sherman and Grant, and there is
equal symmetry in their wives’ stories. Jessie Frémont and Nelly McClellan both encouraged their husbands
to persist in their arrogance and delusion and to reject the advice and friendship of their commander in chief.
In the end, Jessie and Nelly contributed most to the Union war effort by accelerating their husbands’ removal
from active command. Conversely, while Ellen Sherman’s and Julia Grant’s belief in their husbands’
character and potential was ardent, it was not unbounded. Ellen and Julia did not hesitate to take issue with
their spouses when they believed their actions were wrong or their judgments ill-advised. They intelligently
supported their husbands’ best instincts—including trust in and admiration for Lincoln—and re-buffed their
worst. They were the source of strength that Sherman and Grant used to win the Civil War.

Relying on a close reading of letters, memoirs, and other primary sources—and, for the first time, mapping
the women’s wartime travels—Hooper explores the very different ways in which these remarkable women
responded to the unique challenges of being Lincoln’s generals’ wives.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Myers:

The book Lincoln's Generals' Wives: Four Women Who Influenced the Civil War--for Better and for Worse
(Civil War in the North Series) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make
your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Lincoln's Generals' Wives: Four Women Who
Influenced the Civil War--for Better and for Worse (Civil War in the North Series) to get your habit, you can
get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a book Lincoln's Generals' Wives: Four
Women Who Influenced the Civil War--for Better and for Worse (Civil War in the North Series). Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this book?

Eva Burton:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This Lincoln's Generals' Wives: Four Women Who Influenced the Civil
War--for Better and for Worse (Civil War in the North Series) book is readable by simply you who hate
those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Lincoln's Generals' Wives: Four
Women Who Influenced the Civil War--for Better and for Worse (Civil War in the North Series) content
conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Lincoln's Generals'
Wives: Four Women Who Influenced the Civil War--for Better and for Worse (Civil War in the North
Series) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Sherman Etheridge:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Lincoln's Generals' Wives:
Four Women Who Influenced the Civil War--for Better and for Worse (Civil War in the North Series) which
is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Sarah Porter:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Lincoln's Generals' Wives: Four



Women Who Influenced the Civil War--for Better and for Worse (Civil War in the North Series) as well as
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to
read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
Lincoln's Generals' Wives: Four Women Who Influenced the Civil War--for Better and for Worse (Civil War
in the North Series) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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