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"The computer world is like an intellectual Wild West, in which you can shoot anyone you wish with your
ideas, if you're willing to risk the consequences. " --from Hackers & Painters: Big Ideas from the Computer
Age, by Paul Graham

We are living in the computer age, in a world increasingly designed and engineered by computer
programmers and software designers, by people who call themselves hackers. Who are these people, what
motivates them, and why should you care?

Consider these facts: Everything around us is turning into computers. Your typewriter is gone, replaced by a
computer. Your phone has turned into a computer. So has your camera. Soon your TV will. Your car was not
only designed on computers, but has more processing power in it than a room-sized mainframe did in 1970.
Letters, encyclopedias, newspapers, and even your local store are being replaced by the Internet.

Hackers & Painters: Big Ideas from the Computer Age, by Paul Graham, explains this world and the
motivations of the people who occupy it. In clear, thoughtful prose that draws on illuminating historical
examples, Graham takes readers on an unflinching exploration into what he calls "an intellectual Wild
West."

The ideas discussed in this book will have a powerful and lasting impact on how we think, how we work,
how we develop technology, and how we live. Topics include the importance of beauty in software design,
how to make wealth, heresy and free speech, the programming language renaissance, the open-source
movement, digital design, internet startups, and more.
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From reader reviews:

Phillip Chadwick:

The experience that you get from Hackers & Painters: Big Ideas from the Computer Age will be the more
deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Hackers & Painters: Big Ideas from the Computer Age
giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also
makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific Hackers & Painters: Big Ideas
from the Computer Age instantly.

Cherry Simard:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Hackers & Painters: Big Ideas from the Computer Age provide you with a new experience in
studying a book.

Michael Nunn:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This Hackers & Painters: Big Ideas from the Computer Age can
give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make
you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Hackers & Painters: Big Ideas from
the Computer Age.

Alice Prahl:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Hackers & Painters: Big Ideas from the
Computer Age to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling
about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and
examine it. Beside that the reserve Hackers & Painters: Big Ideas from the Computer Age can to be your
new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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