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The Silk Road conjures images of the exotic and the unknown. Most travellers simply pass along it. Brit
Chris Alexander choseto live there. Ostensibly writing a guidebook, Alexander found life at the heart of the
glittering madrassahs, mosques and minarets of the walled city of Khiva - aremote desert oasisin
Uzbekistan - immensely aluring, and stayed. Immersing himself in the language and rich cultural traditions
Alexander discovers aworld torn between Marx and Mohammed - a place where veils and vodka, pork and
polygamy freely mingle - against a backdrop of forgotten carpet designs, crumbling but magnificent Islamic
architecture and scenes drawn straight from "The Arabian Nights'. Accompanied by alarge green parrot, a
ginger cat and his adoptive Uzbek family, Alexander recounts his efforts to rediscover the lost art of
traditional weaving and dyeing, and the process establishing a self-sufficient carpet workshop, employing
local women and disabled people to train as apprentices. "A Carpet Ride to Khiva' sees Alexander being
stripped naked at aformer Soviet youth camp, crawling through silkworm droppings in an attempt to record
their life-cycle, holed up in the British Museum discovering carpet designs dormant for half amillennia,
tackling a carpet-thieving mayor, distinguishing natural dyes from sacks of opium in Northern Afghanistan,
bluffing his way through an impromptu version of "My Heart Will Go On" for national Uzbek TV and
seeking sanctuary as an anti-Western riot consumed the Kabul carpet bazaar. It is an unforgettable true travel
story of ajourney to the heart of the unknown and the unexpected friendship one man found there.
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From reader reviews:
Harriet White:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This A Carpet Ride to Khiva: Seven Y ears on the
Silk Road is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Emmanuel Young:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which isin the former life are challenging be find than now istaking seriously
which one is suitabl e to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take A Carpet Ride to Khiva: Seven Y ears on the Silk Road as
your daily resource information.

Robert Brown:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book

so. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you alot of new facts.
When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of many waysto share
the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this A Carpet Ride
to Khiva: Seven Y ears on the Silk Road, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Charles Simpson:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book A Carpet Ride to Khiva: Seven Y ears on the Silk Road
was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. Aswe know that book A Carpet Rideto Khiva: Seven
Y ears on the Silk Road has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend
to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself
and try to like reading that.
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