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What is a person? This fundamental question is a perennial concern of philosophers and theologians. But,
Christian Smith here argues, it also lies at the center of the social scientist’s quest to interpret and explain
social life. In this ambitious book, Smith presents a new model for social theory that does justice to the best
of our humanistic visions of people, life, and society.

Finding much current thinking on personhood to be confusing or misleading, Smith findsinspiration in
critical realism and personalism. Drawing on these ideas, he constructs a theory of personhood that forges a
middle path between the extremes of positivist science and relativism. Smith then builds on the work of
Pierre Bourdieu, Anthony Giddens, and William Sewell to demonstrate the importance of personhood to our
understanding of social structures. From there he broadens his scope to consider how we can know what is
good in persona and socia life and what sociology can tell us about human rights and dignity.

Innovative, critical, and constructive, What |s a Person? offers an inspiring vision of a social science
committed to pursuing causal explanations, interpretive understanding, and general knowledge in the service
of truth and the moral good.
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From reader reviews:
JamesEllis:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for usto find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will require this What Is a Person?: Rethinking Humanity, Social Life, and the Moral Good
from the Person Up.

Ryan Donahue:

Now aday those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this What |s a Person?: Rethinking
Humanity, Social Life, and the Moral Good from the Person Up book because book offers you rich details
and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
may already know.

Ann Fortune

Isit anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This What |s a Person?: Rethinking Humanity,
Socid Life, and the Moral Good from the Person Up can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know.
Y ou are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this new erais common not a geek activity. So
what these guides have than the others?

John Dame:

On this erawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust ssmple way to have that. What you haveto doisjust
spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. Among the books in the top record
inyour reading list is usually What |s a Person?: Rethinking Humanity, Socia Life, and the Moral Good
from the Person Up. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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