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Recent decades have shown the public's support for government plummet alongside political leaders’
credibility. This downward spiral calls for an exploration of what has gone wrong. The questions, "What is
government good at?" and "What is government not good at?" are critical ones - and their answers should be
the basis for good public policy and public administration.

In What Is Government Good At?, Donald Savoie argues that politicians and public servants are good at
generating and avoiding blame, playing to a segment of the population to win the next election, embracing
and defending the status quo, adding management layers and staff, keeping ministers out of trouble,
responding to demands from the prime minister and his office, and managing a complex, prime minister-
centred organization. Conversely, they are not as good at defining the broader public interest, providing and
recognizing evidence-based policy advice, managing human and financial resources with efficiency and
frugality, innovating and reforming itself, being accountable to Parliament and to citizens, dealing with non-
performers, paying sufficient attention to service delivery, and implementing and evaluating the impact of
policies and programs.

With wide implications for representative democracy, What Is Government Good At? is a persuasive
analysis of an approach to government that has opened the door to those with the resources to influence
policy and decision-making while leaving average citizens on the outside looking in.
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From reader reviews:

Samantha Campbell:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve What Is Government Good At?: A
Canadian Answer will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with
you?

Ellen Weiss:

This What Is Government Good At?: A Canadian Answer book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get.
This specific What Is Government Good At?: A Canadian Answer without we comprehend teach the one
who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry What Is Government Good At?:
A Canadian Answer can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This What Is Government Good At?: A
Canadian Answer having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested
in reading.

Kimberly Kiser:

Here thing why this specific What Is Government Good At?: A Canadian Answer are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. What Is Government Good At?: A Canadian Answer giving
you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar
with What Is Government Good At?: A Canadian Answer. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up
your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can
easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of What Is Government Good At?: A
Canadian Answer in e-book can be your alternative.

Kimberly Towe:

Typically the book What Is Government Good At?: A Canadian Answer will bring someone to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try
to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book What Is Government Good At?: A
Canadian Answer is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web



site, so you can quickly to read the book.
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