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The 1950s was a boom time for the Catholic Church in America, with large families of devout members
providing at least one son or daughter for a life of religious service. Boston was at the epicenter of this
explosion, and Bill Manseau and Mary Doherty -- two eager young parishioners from different towns --
became part of a new breed of clergy, eschewing the comforts of homey parishes and choosing instead to
minister to the inner-city poor. Peter Manseau's riveting evocation of his parents' parallel childhoods, their
similar callings, their experiences in the seminary and convent, and how they met while tending to the
homeless of Roxbury during the riot-prone 1960s is a page-turning meditation on the effect that love can
have on profound faith.
Once married, the Manseaus continued to fight for Father Bill's right to serve the church as a priest, and it
was into this situation that Peter and his siblings were born and raised to be good Catholics while they
witnessed their father's personal conflict with the church's hierarchy. A multigenerational tale of spirituality,
Vows also charts Peter's own calling, one which he tried to deny even as he felt compelled to consider the
monastic life, toying with the idea of continuing a family tradition that stretches back over 300 years of Irish
and French Catholic priests and nuns.
It is also in Peter's deft hands that we learn about a culture and a religion that has shaped so much of
American life, affected generations of true believers, and withstood great turmoil. Vows is a compelling tale
of one family's unshakable faith that to be called is to serve, however high the cost may be.
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From reader reviews:

Juan Carrillo:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Vows: The Story of a Priest, a Nun, and Their Son. Try
to make the book Vows: The Story of a Priest, a Nun, and Their Son as your friend. It means that it can being
your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah,
it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Helen Williams:

The book Vows: The Story of a Priest, a Nun, and Their Son make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book Vows: The Story
of a Priest, a Nun, and Their Son to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
start and read a publication Vows: The Story of a Priest, a Nun, and Their Son. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Scott Lowe:

Why? Because this Vows: The Story of a Priest, a Nun, and Their Son is an unordinary book that the inside
of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book
will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Yvonne Webb:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by
book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Vows: The Story of
a Priest, a Nun, and Their Son.
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