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In 1897, one young woman risks everything to earn a college degree—but the secret she hides could be
her undoing. Passing meets The House of Mirth in this captivating reimagining of a remarkable true
story.

Since childhood, Anita Hemmings has longed to attend the country’s most exclusive school for women,
Vassar College. Now, a bright, beautiful senior in the class of 1897, she is hiding a secret that would have
banned her from admission: Anita is the only African-American student ever to attend Vassar. With her olive
complexion and dark hair, this daughter of a janitor and descendant of slaves has successfully passed as
white, but now finds herself rooming with Louise “Lottie” Taylor, the scion of one of New York’s most
prominent families.

Though Anita has kept herself at a distance from her classmates, Lottie’s sphere of influence is inescapable,
her energy irresistible, and the two become fast friends. Pulled into her elite world, Anita learns what it’s like
to be treated as a wealthy, educated white woman—the person everyone believes her to be—and even finds
herself in a heady romance with a moneyed Harvard student. It’s only when Lottie becomes infatuated with
Anita’s brother, Frederick, whose skin is almost as light as his sister’s, that the situation becomes particularly
perilous. And as Anita’s college graduation looms, those closest to her will be the ones to dangerously
threaten her secret.

Set against the vibrant backdrop of the Gilded Age, an era when old money traditions collided with modern
ideas, Tanabe has written an unputdownable and emotionally compelling story of hope, sacrifice, and
betrayal—and a gripping account of how one woman dared to risk everything for the chance at a better life.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Mendez:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
The Gilded Years: A Novel your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word
written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before.
The The Gilded Years: A Novel giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also
giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Frank Hudson:

The Gilded Years: A Novel can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy
to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to
get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Gilded Years: A Novel although doesn't forget
the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can
be one among it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Edward Florez:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Gilded Years: A Novel why because the great cover that make you
consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Carl Harber:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Gilded
Years: A Novel which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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