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How to Be French is a magisterial history of French nationality law from 1789 to the present, written by
Patrick Weil, one of France’s foremost historians. First published in France in 2002, it is filled with
captivating human dramas, with legal professionals, and with statesmen including La Fayette, Napoleon,
Clemenceau, de Gaulle, and Chirac. France has long pioneered nationality policies. It was France that first
made the parent’s nationality the child’s birthright, regardless of whether the child is born on national soil,
and France has changed its nationality laws more often and more significantly than any other modern
democratic nation. Focusing on the political and legal confrontations that policies governing French
nationality have continually evoked and the laws that have resulted, Weil teases out the rationales of
lawmakers and jurists. In so doing, he definitively separates nationality from national identity. He
demonstrates that nationality laws are written not to realize lofty conceptions of the nation but to address
specific issues such as the autonomy of the individual in relation to the state or a sudden decline in
population.

Throughout How to Be French, Weil compares French laws to those of other countries, including the United
States, Great Britain, and Germany, showing how France both borrowed from and influenced other nations’
legislation. Examining moments when a racist approach to nationality policy held sway, Weil brings to light
the Vichy regime’s denaturalization of thousands of citizens, primarily Jews and anti-fascist exiles, and late-
twentieth-century efforts to deny North African immigrants and their children access to French nationality.
He also reveals stark gender inequities in nationality policy, including the fact that until 1927 French women
lost their citizenship by marrying foreign men. More than the first complete, systematic study of the
evolution of French nationality policy, How to be French is a major contribution to the broader study of
nationality.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Palmer:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take How to Be French: Nationality in the Making since
1789 as your daily resource information.

Katie Doll:

Beside this How to Be French: Nationality in the Making since 1789 in your phone, it may give you a way to
get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have How to Be French: Nationality in the Making since 1789 because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from right now!

Erna Taylor:

You can obtain this How to Be French: Nationality in the Making since 1789 by visit the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-
book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways
for you.

Margaret Thompson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book and also novel and How to Be French: Nationality in the Making since 1789
or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to
read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping
them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes How to Be French:
Nationality in the Making since 1789 to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like
here.
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