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The Clinton administration's failed health care reform was not the first attempt to establish government-
sponsored medical coverage in the United States. From 1915 to 1920, Progressive reformers led a spirited
but ultimately unsuccessful crusade for compulsory health insurance in New York State. Beatrix Hoffman
argues that this first health insurance campaign was a crucial moment in the creation of the American welfare
state and health care system. Its defeat, she says, gave rise to an uneven and inegalitarian system of medical
coverage and helped shape the limits of American social policy for the rest of the century.

Hoffman examines each of the major combatants in the battle over compulsory health insurance. While
physicians, employers, the insurance industry, and conservative politicians forged a uniquely powerful
coalition in opposition to health insurance proposals, she shows, reformers' potential allies within women's
organizations and the labor movement were bitterly divided. Against the backdrop of World War I and the
Red Scare, opponents of reform denounced government-sponsored health insurance as "un-American" and,
in the process, helped fashion a political culture that resists proposals for universal health care and a
comprehensive welfare state even today.
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From reader reviews:

Jim Martin:

This The Wages of Sickness: The Politics of Health Insurance in Progressive America (Studies in Social
Medicine) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
will get by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which
is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Wages of Sickness: The
Politics of Health Insurance in Progressive America (Studies in Social Medicine) without we know teach the
one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry The Wages of
Sickness: The Politics of Health Insurance in Progressive America (Studies in Social Medicine) can bring
any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within
your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Wages of Sickness: The Politics of Health Insurance in
Progressive America (Studies in Social Medicine) having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you
will not experience uninterested in reading.

Perla Baxter:

The reason why? Because this The Wages of Sickness: The Politics of Health Insurance in Progressive
America (Studies in Social Medicine) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to
snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic
author who also write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book
include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having
that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Emma Peterson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Wages of Sickness: The Politics
of Health Insurance in Progressive America (Studies in Social Medicine) guide written by well-known writer
who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book.
Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate
your hunger then you still uncertainty The Wages of Sickness: The Politics of Health Insurance in
Progressive America (Studies in Social Medicine) as good book not only by the cover but also by content.
This is one book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense
to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Margaret Holt:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than



other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top list in your reading list is definitely The Wages of Sickness: The Politics of Health Insurance in
Progressive America (Studies in Social Medicine). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes
can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can
get many advantages.
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