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Concerned with scholarly, popular, and religious backdrops that understand the connection between
psychedelics and mystical experiencesto be devoid of moral concerns and ethical dimensions—a position
supported empirically by the rise of acid fascism and psychedelic cults by the late 1960s—Psychedelic
Mysticism: Transforming Consciousness, Religious Experiences, and Voluntary Peasantsin Postwar
America traces the development of sixties psychedelic mysticism from the deconditioned mind and perennial
philosophy of Aldous Huxley, to the sacramental ethics of Timothy Leary, Richard Alpert, and Ralph
Metzner, to the altruistic religiosity practiced by Stephen Gaskin and The Farm. Building directly off the
pioneering psychedelic writing of Huxley, these psychedelic mystics understood the height of psychedelic
CoNsciousness as an existential awareness of unitive oneness, a position that offered worldly alternatives to
the maladies associated with the postwar moment (e.g., vapid consumerism and materialism, lifeless
conformity, unremitting racism, heightened militarism). In opening a doorway to a common world, Morgan
Shipley locates how psychedelics challenged the coherency of Western modernity by fundamentally
reorienting postwar society away from neoliberal ideologies and toward a sacred understanding of reality
defined by mutual coexistence and responsible interdependence.

In 1960s America, psychedelics catalyzed areligious awakening defined by compassion, expressed through
altruism, and actualized in projects that sought to ameliorate the conditions of the least advantaged among
us. In the exact moments that historians and cultural critics often locate as signaling the death knell of the
counterculture, Gaskin and The Farm emerged, not as a response to the perceived failures of the hippies, nor
as an aternative to sixties politicos, but in an effort to fulfill the religious obligation to help teach the world
how to live more harmoniously. Today, as we continue to confront issues of socioeconomic inequality,
entrenched differences, widespread violence, and the limits of religious pluralism, Psychedelic Mysticism
serves as atimely reminder of how religion in America can operate as atool for destabilization and as a
means to actively reimagine the very basis of how people relate—such alegacy can aid in our own effortsto
build a more peaceful, sustainable, and compassionate world.
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From reader reviews:
Peter Schmidt:

The book Psychedelic Mysticism: Transforming Consciousness, Religious Experiences, and Voluntary
Peasantsin Postwar America make one feel enjoy for your sparetime. Y ou may use to make your capable
far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the
subject. If you can make studying a book Psychedelic Mysticism: Transforming Consciousness, Religious
Experiences, and Voluntary Peasants in Postwar America being your habit, you can get alot more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like available and read a e-book Psychedelic Mysticism: Transforming
Consciousness, Religious Experiences, and Voluntary Peasants in Postwar America. Kinds of book are alot
of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Christy Dennie:

Exactly why? Because this Psychedelic Mysticism: Transforming Consciousness, Religious Experiences,
and Voluntary Peasants in Postwar Americais an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you
to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret thisinside. Reading this book closeto it was fantastic
author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having
this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you alot of rewards than the other book include
such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So, still want to hesitate having
that book? If | were being you | will go to the book store hurriedly.

Donald Corbett:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Psychedelic Mysticism:
Transforming Consciousness, Religious Experiences, and Voluntary Peasants in Postwar Americathat give
your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be
said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for al of you who wantsto possibly
be success person. So , for al you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick
Psychedelic Mysticism: Transforming Consciousness, Religious Experiences, and Voluntary Peasantsin
Postwar America become your personal starter.

Jennifer Wilson:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This publication Psychedelic Mysticism: Transforming Consciousness, Religious



Experiences, and Voluntary Peasants in Postwar Americawas filled with regards to science. Spend your free
time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can fed enjoy to read a book. In the
modern eralike at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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