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Photography has transformed the way we picture ourselves. Although photographs seem to "prove" our
existence at agiven point in time, they also demonstrate the impossibility of framing our multiple and
fragmented selves. As Linda Haverty Rugg convincingly shows, photography's double take on self-image
mirrors the concerns of autobiographers, who see the self as simultaneously divided (in observing/being) and
unified by the autobiographical act.

Rugg tracks photography's impact on the formation of self-image through the study of four literary
autobiographers concerned with the transformative power of photography. Obsessed with self-image, Mark
Twain and August Strindberg both attempted (unsuccessfully) to integrate photographs into their
autobiographies. While Twain encouraged photographers, he was wary of fakery and kept a fierce watch on
the distribution of his photographic image. Strindberg, believing that photographs had occult power,
preferred to photograph himself.

Because of their experiences under National Socialism, Walter Benjamin and Christa Wolf feared the
dangerously objectifying power of photographs and omitted them from their autobiographical writings. Y et
Benjamin used them in his photographic conception of history, which had its testing ground in his often-
ignored Berliner Kindheit um 1900. And Christa Wolf's narrator in Patterns of Childhood attempts to reclaim
her childhood from the Nazis by reconstructing mental images of lost family photographs.

Confronted with multiple and conflicting images of themselves, al four of these writers are torn between the
knowledge that texts, photographs, and indeed selves are haunted by undecidability and the desire for the
returned glance of asingle sdlf.
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From reader reviews:
Danid Hendrix:

This Picturing Ourselves: Photography and Autobiography are reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this Picturing Ourselves: Photography and Autobiography can be on the
list of great books you must have is usualy giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an
individual with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy,
you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside
that this Picturing Ourselves. Photography and Autobiography forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your
day action. So, let's have it and revel in reading.

Augustus Chase:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get great deal of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare
time, typically the book you have read is usually Picturing Ourselves. Photography and Autobiography.

SheilaKilburn:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. On the list of booksin the
top collection in your reading list will be Picturing Ourselves: Photography and Autobiography. This book
that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Calvin Cline:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. Aswe know those
books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring usto around the world.
Through the book Picturing Ourselves: Photography and A utobiography we can take more advantage. Don't
one to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book Picturing
Ourselves: Photography and Autobiography. Y ou can more desirable than now.
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