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From New Yorker staff writer and Harvard historian Jill Lepore, the dark, spellbinding tale of her restless
search for the long-lost, longest book ever written, a century-old manuscript called “The Oral History of Our
Time.”

Joe Gould, a madman, believed he was the most brilliant historian of the twentieth century. So did some of
his friends, a group of modernist writers and artists that included E. E. Cummings, Marianne Moore, William
Carlos Williams, John Dos Passos, and Ezra Pound. Gould began his life’s work before the First World War,
announcing that he intended to write down nearly everything anyone ever said to him. “I am trying to
preserve as much detail as I can about the normal life of every day people,” he explained, because “as a rule,
history does not deal with such small fry.” By 1942, when The New Yorker published a profile of Gould
written by the reporter Joseph Mitchell, Gould’s manuscript had grown to more than nine million words. But
when Gould died in 1957, in a mental hospital, the manuscript was nowhere to be found. Then, in 1964, in
“Joe Gould’s Secret,” a second profile, Mitchell claimed that “The Oral History of Our Time” had been, all
along, merely a figment of Gould’s imagination. Lepore, unpersuaded, decided to find out.  

Joe Gould’s Teeth is a Poe-like tale of detection, madness, and invention. Digging through archives all over
the country, Lepore unearthed evidence that “The Oral History of Our Time” did in fact once exist. Relying
on letters, scraps, and Gould’s own diaries and notebooks—including volumes of his lost
manuscript—Lepore argues that Joe Gould’s real secret had to do with sex and the color line, with
modernists’ relationship to the Harlem Renaissance, and, above all, with Gould’s terrifying obsession with
the African American sculptor Augusta Savage. In ways that even Gould himself could not have imagined,
what Gould wrote down really is a history of our time: unsettling and ferocious.
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From reader reviews:

John McDole:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Joe Gould's Teeth as the daily resource information.

Raymond Llamas:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Joe Gould's Teeth,
you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average,
make them reading a book.

Ashley Davis:

The e-book with title Joe Gould's Teeth has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read
the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Louis Hartford:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Joe Gould's Teeth, you are able to enjoy
both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur
its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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