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The credal affirmation, 'he descended to the dead', has attracted a plethora of views over the centuries and
many Christians today struggle to explain the meaning of these words. This book explores various
interpretations of the doctrine of Christ's descent to the dead, both within particular historical contexts and
within contemporary theology. Laufer argues that the descensus clause, Christ's descent, is integral to
Christian faith, specifically to the doctrine of the incarnation. If we are to affirm that, in Christ, God became
truly human then that affirmation must include his sharing in the state of being dead that is the ultimate
consequence of being human. Laufer concludes that, since the Son has experienced genuine human death and
the separation from God which is the essence of hell, there is no longer any human condition from which
God is absent, either in this life or in eternity. Christ's descent means that he is truly 'hell's destruction'.
Drawing on a treasure trove of writings from the western theological tradition, including Luther, Calvin,
Maurice, Balthasar, Moltmann and others, and attending to historical, theological, exegetical, philosophical
and pastoral issues, this book explores an often-ignored doctrine which lies at the core of Christian life, death
and faith.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Frazier:

The ability that you get from Hell's Destruction: An Exploration of Christ's Descent to the Dead is a more
deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Hell's Destruction: An Exploration of Christ's Descent to the
Dead giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book
also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Hell's Destruction: An
Exploration of Christ's Descent to the Dead instantly.

Melissa Becker:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get great deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is definitely Hell's Destruction: An Exploration of Christ's Descent to the Dead.

Shelley Gavin:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Hell's Destruction: An Exploration of Christ's Descent to the Dead offer you a new experience in
reading a book.

Sandra Easley:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among
the books in the top list in your reading list is usually Hell's Destruction: An Exploration of Christ's Descent
to the Dead. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to
be precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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