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As religious leaders, ministers are often assumed to embody the faith of the institution they represent. As
cultural symbols, they reflect subtle changes in society and belief-specifically people's perception of God and
the evolving role of the church. For more than forty years, Douglas Alan Walrath has tracked changing
patterns of belief and church participation in American society, and his research has revealed a particularly
fascinating trend: portrayals of ministers in American fiction mirror changing perceptions of the Protestant
church and a Protestant God.

From the novels of Harriet Beecher Stowe, who portrays ministers as faithful Calvinists, to the works of
Herman Melville, who challenges Calvinism to its very core, Walrath considers a variety of fictional
ministers, including Garrison Keillor's Lake Woebegon Lutherans and Gail Godwin's women clergy. He
identifies a range of types: religious misfits, harsh Puritans, incorrigible scoundrels, secular businessmen,
perpetrators of oppression, victims of belief, prudent believers, phony preachers, reactionaries, and social
activists. He concludes with the modern legacy of nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century images of
ministers, which highlights the ongoing challenges that skepticism, secularization, and science have brought
to today's religious leaders and fictional counterparts. Displacing the Divine offers a novel encounter with
social change, giving the reader access, through the intimacy and humanity of literature, to the evolving
character of an American tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Drew Poland:

This book untitled Displacing the Divine: The Minister in the Mirror of American Fiction (Religion and
American Culture) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read
this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or
you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read
this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve
from your list.

Carol Pyles:

The reason why? Because this Displacing the Divine: The Minister in the Mirror of American Fiction
(Religion and American Culture) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to
snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic
author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the
other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to
hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Jacqueline Harding:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Displacing the Divine: The Minister in the Mirror of
American Fiction (Religion and American Culture) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Mason Childress:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Displacing the Divine: The Minister in the Mirror of American Fiction
(Religion and American Culture) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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