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This clearly written and engrossing book presents a global narrative of the origins of the modern world from
1400 to the present. Unlike most studies, which assume that the “rise of the West” isthe story of the coming
of the modern world, this history, drawing upon new scholarship on Asia, Africa, and the New World and
upon the maturing field of environmental history, constructs a story in which those parts of the world play
major roles, including their impacts on the environment. Robert B. Marks defines the modern world as one
marked by industry, the nation state, interstate warfare, alarge and growing gap between the wealthiest and
poorest parts of the world, increasing inequality within the wealthiest industrialized countries, and an escape
from the environmental constraints of the “biological old regime.” He explains its origins by emphasizing
contingencies (such as the conquest of the New World); the broad comparability of the most advanced
regionsin China, India, and Europe; the reasons why England was able to escape from common ecological
constraints facing all of those regions by the eighteenth century; a conjuncture of human and natural forces
that solidified a gap between the industrialized and non-industrialized parts of the world; and the mounting
environmental crisisthat defines the modern world.

Now in a new edition that brings the saga of the modern world to the present in an environmental context,
the book considers how and why the United States emerged as aworld power in the twentieth century and
became the sole superpower by the twenty-first century, and why the changed relationship of humans to the
environmental likely will be the hallmark of the modern era—the “ Anthopocene.” Once again arguing that
the U.S. rise to globa hegemon was contingent, not inevitable, Marks also points to the resurgence of Asia
and the vastly changed relationship of humans to the environment that may in the long run overshadow any
political and economic milestones of the past hundred years.
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From reader reviews:
Ruben Hardy:

Here thing why this particular The Origins of the Modern World: A Global and Environmental Narrative
from the Fifteenth to the Twenty-First Century (World Social Change) are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all examining abook is good but it really depends in the content of computer which isthe
content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Origins of the Modern World: A Globa and Environmental
Narrative from the Fifteenth to the Twenty-First Century (World Social Change) giving you information
deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with
The Origins of the Modern World: A Global and Environmental Narrative from the Fifteenth to the Twenty-
First Century (World Social Change). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about
the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having
difficultiesin bringing the published book maybe the form of The Origins of the Modern World: A Global
and Environmental Narrative from the Fifteenth to the Twenty-First Century (World Social Change) in e-
book can be your option.

Michadl Dennison:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Origins of the Modern World: A Global and Environmental Narrative
from the Fifteenth to the Twenty-First Century (World Social Change) book is readable simply by you who
hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with The Origins of
the Modern World: A Globa and Environmental Narrative from the Fifteenth to the Twenty-First Century
(World Social Change) content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the articles but it just different asit. So, do you even now thinking The Origins of
the Modern World: A Global and Environmental Narrative from the Fifteenth to the Twenty-First Century
(World Social Change) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Robert Armistead:

The book untitled The Origins of the Modern World: A Global and Environmental Narrative from the
Fifteenth to the Twenty-First Century (World Social Change) contain alot of information on the idea. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so
do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author
will bring you in the new time of literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open their official web-site aswell as order it. Have a nice go through.



Richard Taylor:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading abook. They are directly felt theitem
when they get a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book The Origins of the Modern World:
A Global and Environmental Narrative from the Fifteenth to the Twenty-First Century (World Social
Change) to make your own reading is interesting. Y our own personal skill of reading ability is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about
book and reading especialy. It isto befirst opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside
that the reserve The Origins of the Modern World: A Global and Environmental Narrative from the Fifteenth
to the Twenty-First Century (World Social Change) can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone
and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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