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Japan was the first Asian country to become a mature industrial society, and throughout the 1970s and the
1980s, was viewed as an ‘all-middle-class society’. However since the 1990s there have been growing
doubts as to the real degree of social equality in Japan, particularly in the context of dramatic demographic
shifts as the population ages whilst fertility levels continue to fall.

This book compares Japan with America, Britain, Italy, France, Germany, Sweden and Taiwan in order to
determine whether inequality really is a social problem in Japan. With a focus on impact demographic shifts,
Sawako Shirahase examines female labour market participation, income inequality among households with
children, the state of the family, generational change, single person households and income distribution
among the aged, and asks whether increasing inequality and is uniquely Japanese, or if it is a social problem
common across all of the societies included in this study. Crucially, this book shows that Japan is distinctive
not in terms of the degree of inequality in the society, but rather, in how acutely inequality is perceived.
Further, the data shows that Japan differs from the other countries examined in terms of the gender gap in
both the labour market and the family, and in inequality among single-person households – single men and
women, including lifelong bachelors and spinsters – and also among single parent households, who pay a
heavy price for having deviated from the expected pattern of life in Japan.

Drawing on extensive empirical data, this book will be of great interest to students and scholars interested in
Japanese culture and society, Japanese studies and social policy more generally.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Williams:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be smart
in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Social Inequality in Japan (Nissan
Institute/Routledge Japanese Studies) book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

James Connell:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Social Inequality in
Japan (Nissan Institute/Routledge Japanese Studies) suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous
writer in this era. The book untitled Social Inequality in Japan (Nissan Institute/Routledge Japanese
Studies)is the main one of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know just
before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand
the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world on this book.

Linda Livingston:

Exactly why? Because this Social Inequality in Japan (Nissan Institute/Routledge Japanese Studies) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible
way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent
book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and
your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Blair Gant:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer may be Social Inequality in Japan (Nissan Institute/Routledge Japanese Studies)
why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person.
The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.
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