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A sweeping history of our deep entanglement with technology.

As lives offline and online merge even more, it’s easy to forget how we got here. Rise of the Machines
reclaims the spectacular story of cybernetics, a control theory of man and machine. In a history that unpacks
one of the twentieth century’s pivotal ideas, Thomas Rid delivers a thought-provoking portrait of our
technology-enraptured era.

Springing from the febrile mind of mathematician Norbert Wiener amid the devastation of World War II, the
cybernetic vision underpinned a host of seductive myths about the future of machines. This vision would
radically transform the postwar world, ushering in sweeping cultural change. From the Cold War’s
monumental SAGE bomber defense system to enhanced humans, Wiener’s scheme turned computers from
machines of assured destruction into engines of brilliant utopias. Cybernetics triggered blissful cults, the
Whole Earth Catalog, and feminist manifestos, just as it fueled martial gizmos and the air force’s foray into
virtual space.

As Rid shows, cybernetics proved a powerful tool for two competing factions?those who sought to make a
better world and those who sought to control the one at hand. In the Bay Area, techno-libertarians embraced
networked machines as the portal to a new electronic frontier: a peaceful, open space of freedom. In
Washington, DC, cyberspace provided the perfect theater for dominance and war. Meanwhile the future
arrived secretly in 1996, with Moonlight Maze, dawn of a new age of digital state-on-state espionage. That
“first cyberwar,” as Rid reveals in a blow-by-blow account, went on for years?and indeed has never stopped.
In our long-promised cybernetic future, the line between utopia and dystopia continues to be disturbingly
thin.

Drawing on new sources and interviews with hippies, anarchists, sleuths, and spies, Rise of the Machines
offers an unparalleled perspective into our anxious embrace of technology and today’s clash of digital
privacy and security.

32 pages of illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Keiko Whitchurch:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply
because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on guardería until university need this Rise of the Machines: A Cybernetic History to
read.

Ardith Bobo:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this Rise of the Machines: A
Cybernetic History book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Dawn Nelson:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books
in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Rise of the Machines: A Cybernetic History. This book that
is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and
review this publication you can get many advantages.

Tommy Wright:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just looking for the Rise of the Machines: A Cybernetic History when you required it?
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