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The fascinating and highly relevant history of the turbulent relationship between the United States
and the Holy See, recounted and analyzed by Italian journalist and Vatican insider Massimo Franco

Drawing on unique access to the archives of the Holy See and a range of sources both in Washington, D.C.
and Rome, Parallel Empires charts the path of U.S.-Vatican relations to reveal the dramatic religious and
political tensions that have shaped their dealings and our world.
Starting with the Holy See’s initial diplomatic overtures to the United States in the 1780’s, Franco
illuminates a two-hundred-year-old history of alliances, mutual exploitation, and misperceptions. From the
nativist anti-Catholicism of the nineteenth century, through JFK’s election as America’s first Catholic
president and the cold war anti-Communist partnership between the United States and the Holy See, to the
establishment of full diplomatic relations in 1984, the story has never before been told quite like this. With
U.S.-Vatican affairs still evolving in the present day, Parallel Empires also details the most recent
developments of this ever-changing and often-tenuous relationship, including contemporary disagreements
over the Iraq War and engagement with the Islamic world, and the Papacy of Benedict XVI.
Parallel Empires leaves no doubt regarding the impact that the struggle between these two great
powers—one of secular might and the other of moral influence—has had on both our history and on today’s
world. Franco’s insights are sure to have lasting relevance as U.S.-Vatican relations continue to evolve, and
with religion’s undeniable influence on everything from domestic elections to international terrorism, his
work will prove invaluable in coming years.
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From reader reviews:

Paula Mendoza:

Typically the book Parallel Empires: The Vatican and the United States--Two Centuries of Alliance and
Conflict will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify
the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The
book Parallel Empires: The Vatican and the United States--Two Centuries of Alliance and Conflict is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Louie Thompson:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Parallel Empires: The Vatican and the United States--
Two Centuries of Alliance and Conflict can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Sara Burns:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing video
games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a new book. It
is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day to reading a e-
book. The book Parallel Empires: The Vatican and the United States--Two Centuries of Alliance and
Conflict it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-
book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but
this book provides high quality.

Lisa King:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This guide Parallel Empires: The Vatican and the United States--Two
Centuries of Alliance and Conflict was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If
you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right
now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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