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Experience the birth of the first support group for sexua minorities with developmental disabilities!

Reflecting an unprecedented development in the disabled and sexual minority communities, Gay, Lesbian,
Bisexual, and Transgender People with Developmental Disabilities and Mental Retardation: Stories of the
Rainbow Support Group describes the founding, achievements, and history of a unique group providing
support for people with developmental disabilities or mental retardation (DD/MR) who are gay, leshbian,
bisexual, and transgender. In this pathbreaking book, group founder John D. Allen describes the Rainbow
Support Group's beginnings in 1998 at the New Haven Gay & Lesbian Community Center in Connecticut
and the ways in which it has been shattering myths and stereotypes surrounding people with mental
retardation ever since.

From the author: “Not only are people with DD/MR full human beings with the same needs and desires for
intimacy and healthy sexual expression as people without intellectual disabilities, but the group is evidence
that some people with DD/MR have an understanding of sexual orientation as well. Acknowledging that
people with mental retardation are sexual is a new development in the human service field, but onethat is
till in the pre-Stonewall days regarding those who are gay. Although people with mental retardation are
given unprecedented freedom to make personal vocational decisions, there is an unfounded expectation that
they do not have a sexuality—Iet alone a homosexuality. Members of the Rainbow Support Group discuss
the same concerns as other gay people, but in a support system that recognizes their unique perspective.”

Thisinsightful book shows how membership in the Rainbow Support Group addresses the very real fears
and concerns of its members, including:

- being forced into heterosexual social situations, since that is the only available option for socialization

- dealing with being “ outed” to peers and staff—since many DD/MR people are not their own legal
guardians, this can lead to removal of privileges, various kinds of abuse, and other negative consequences
in their day-to-day lives

- being ridiculed by unsupportive staff

- being excluded from family functions because of their sexual orientation

It aso illustrates the purely positive aspects of membership in the group, which provides:

- aplaceto learn appropriate ways to meet others, hear messages about safe sex, and feel empowered to
advocate for their own intimacy needs

- an increased chance of finding alike-minded partner (although the group is certainly not a“dating
service”)

- an avenue for members to connect with others like them and with the larger gay community in the area

- events to participate in, such as holiday parties, field trips, movie nights, and gay pride celebrations



Everyone has joined the host community center to begin receiving regular mailings and event discounts.
Supervising staff report that members perform better at work, have fewer behavioral issues, and experience a
greater feeling of contentment. For people with mental retardation, just to be able to say the words 'gay,’
'leshian,' 'bisexual,’ and 'transgender' in an affirming environment is a cutting-edge breakthrough. What the
group has accomplished and will hopefully continue to illuminate is the understanding that people with
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From reader reviews:
Ryan Connors:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the
unstabl e resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possihilities will not happen inside you if you take Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender People
with Developmental Disabilities and Mental Retardatio: Stories of the Rainbow Support Group as your daily
resource information.

Tyler Woodley:

Isit anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Gay, Leshian, Bisexual, and Transgender
People with Developmental Disabilities and Mental Retardatio: Stories of the Rainbow Support Group can
be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are so out of date, spending your extratime
by reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

George Bash:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by net on social media. Y ou can
choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of book
Gay, Leshian, Bisexual, and Transgender People with Developmental Disabilities and Mental Retardatio:
Stories of the Rainbow Support Group. Y ou can add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you
must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Daniel Bryant:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
With the book Gay, Leshian, Bisexual, and Transgender People with Developmental Disabilities and Mental
Retardatio: Stories of the Rainbow Support Group we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely
be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book
that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and
Transgender People with Developmental Disabilities and Mental Retardatio: Stories of the Rainbow Support
Group. Y ou can more appealing than now.
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