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Founded on the premise that zoos are ‘bilingual’—that the zoo, in the shape of its staff and exhibits, and its
visitors speak distinct languages—this enlightening analysis of the informal learning that occurs in zoos
examines the ‘speech’ of exhibits and staff as well as the discourse of visitors beginning in the earliest years.
Using real-life conversations among visitors as a basis for discussion, the authors interrogate children’s
responses to the exhibits and by doing so develop an ‘informal learning model’ and a ‘zoo knowledge model’
that prompts suggestions for activities that classroom educators can use before, during, and after a zoo visit.

Their analysis of the ‘visitor voice’ informs creative suggestions for how to enhance the educational
experiences of young patrons. By assessing visitors’ entry knowledge and their interpretations of the
exhibits, the authors establish a baseline for zoos that helps them to refine their communication with visitors,
for example in expanding knowledge of issues concerning biodiversity and biological conservation. The
book includes practical advice for zoo and classroom educators about positive ways to prepare for zoo visits,
engaging activities during visits, and follow-up work that maximizes the pedagogical benefits. It also reflects
on the interplay between the developing role of zoos as facilitators of learning, and the ways in which zoos
help visitors assimilate the knowledge on offer. In addition to being essential reading for educators in zoos
and in the classroom, this volume is full of insights with much broader contextual relevance for getting the
most out of museum visits and field trips in general.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Scott:

This Zoo Talk are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this Zoo Talk can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than
just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Zoo Talk forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as
rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Nick Zapata:

The book Zoo Talk has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The
book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book.
This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Roger Thomas:

Beside this particular Zoo Talk in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't become
worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Zoo Talk because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement
here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this
book as well as read it from currently!

Sharon Works:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they get
a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Zoo Talk to make your own personal reading
is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to
choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially.
It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the reserve Zoo Talk
can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these
time.
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