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"In the sixteenth century, a rise in sexual violence in European society was exacerbated by
pressure from church and state to change basic sexual customs...As the centuries since have
shown escalating levels both of violence, general and sexual, and of state control, the
witchcraze can be considered a portent, even a model, of some aspects of what modern Europe
would be like."

Over three centuries, approximately one hundred thousand persons, most of whom were women, were put to
death under the guise of "witch hunts", particularly in Reformation Europe. The shocking annihilation of
women from all walks of life is explored in this brilliant, authoritative feminist history Anne Llwellyn
Barstow. Barstow exposes an unrecognized holocaust -- the "ethnic cleansing" of independent women in
Reformation Europe -- and examines the residual attitudes that continue to influence our culture.

Barstow argues that it is only with eyes sensitive to gender issues that we can discern what really happened
in the persecution and murder of these women. Her sweeping chronicle examines the scapegoating of women
from the ills of society, investigates how their subjugation to sexual violence and death sent a message of
control to all women, and compares this persecution of women with the enslavement and slaughter of
African slaves and Native Americans.

Ultimately Barstow traces the current backlash against women to its gynophobic torture-filled origins. In the
process, she leaves an indelible mark on our growing understanding of the legacy of violence against women
around the world.
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From reader reviews:

Leon Moses:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a guide. The book Witchcraze: A New History of the European Witch Hunts it is quite good
to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high
quality.

Nancy Smith:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Witchcraze: A New History of the
European Witch Hunts publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism
Witchcraze: A New History of the European Witch Hunts as good book not simply by the cover but also
from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have
to listening to yet another sixth sense.

David Burch:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top record in
your reading list is Witchcraze: A New History of the European Witch Hunts. This book that is qualified as
The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this
publication you can get many advantages.

Anne Shivers:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just trying to find the Witchcraze: A New History of the European Witch Hunts when you desired it?
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