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'The seed is mine. The ploughshares are mine. The span of oxen is mine. Everything is mine. Only the land is
their's.'--Kas Maine

A bold and innovative social history, The Seed Is Mine concerns the disenfranchised blacks who did so much
to shape the destiny of South Africa. After years of interviews with Kas Maine and his neighbors, employers,
friends, and family--a rare triumph of collaborative courage and dedication--Charles van Onselen has re-
created the entire life of a man who struggled to maintain his family in a world dedicated to enriching whites
and impoverishing blacks, while South Africa was tearing them apart.
Winner of The Sunday Times Alan Paton Award for Nonfiction
Winner of the Herskovitz Award from the African Studies Association

"The seed is mine. The ploughshares are mine. The span of oxen is mine. Everything is mine. Only the land
is theirs."—Kas Maine

A bold and innovative social history, The Seed Is Mine concerns the disenfranchised blacks who did so much
to shape the destiny of South Africa. After years of interviews with Kas Maine and his neighbors, employers,
friends, and family—a rare triumph of collaborative courage and dedication—Charles van Onselen has
recreated the entire life of a man who struggled to maintain his family in a world dedicated to enriching
whites and impoverishing blacks, while South Africa was tearing them apart.
"If ever one wondered whether the life of a single man could illuminate a century, [this] brilliant biography .
. . proves the point."—Carmel Schrire, The Boston Globe

"An epic . . . [that] tells of the loss of human potential generated by a politics that surrendered generosity and
openness to self-interest and bigotry. It reveals the way an ordinary man can survive with dignity in such a
world."—Vincent Crapanzano, The New York Times Book Review

"A magnificent book [with] implications beyond its modest claims . . . This remarkable story compels
foreboding but also kindles hope, for it shows the extraordinary courage of 'ordinary' men under severe
difficulties."—Eugene Genovese, Emory University

"[Van Onselen] teases out the subtleties of the paternalistic relationships between rural whites and blacks
which gave rise to real friendships but also to much betrayal, anger, and humiliation . . . It is a monumental
masterpiece of research, and a poetic evocation of the human spirit to survive . . . "—Linda Ensor, Business
Day (South Africa)
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From reader reviews:

Charles Thomas:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will need this The Seed Is Mine: The Life of Kas Maine, a South African Sharecropper,
1894-1985.

Jimmy Putnam:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Seed Is Mine: The Life
of Kas Maine, a South African Sharecropper, 1894-1985. All type of book are you able to see on many
methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Elaine Woodring:

The Seed Is Mine: The Life of Kas Maine, a South African Sharecropper, 1894-1985 can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering
the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing The Seed
Is Mine: The Life of Kas Maine, a South African Sharecropper, 1894-1985 nevertheless doesn't forget the
main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Helen Butts:

This The Seed Is Mine: The Life of Kas Maine, a South African Sharecropper, 1894-1985 is brand new way
for you who has attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in
reading this The Seed Is Mine: The Life of Kas Maine, a South African Sharecropper, 1894-1985 can be the
light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone.
These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People
who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any
in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a
person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.
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