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In The Medea Hypothesis, renowned paleontologist Peter Ward proposes a revolutionary and provocative
vision of life's relationship with the Earth's biosphere--one that has frightening implications for our future,
yet also offers hope. Using the latest discoveries from the geological record, he argues that life might be its
own worst enemy. This stands in stark contrast to James Lovelock's Gaia hypothesis--the idea that life
sustains habitable conditions on Earth. In answer to Gaia, which draws on the idea of the "good mother" who
nurtures life, Ward invokes Medea, the mythical mother who killed her own children. Could life by its very
nature threaten its own existence?

According to the Medea hypothesis, it does. Ward demonstrates that all but one of the mass extinctions that
have struck Earth were caused by life itself. He looks at our planet's history in a new way, revealing an Earth
that is witnessing an alarming decline of diversity and biomass--a decline brought on by life's own "biocidal"
tendencies. And the Medea hypothesis applies not just to our planet--its dire prognosis extends to all
potential life in the universe. Yet life on Earth doesn't have to be lethal. Ward shows why, but warns that our
time is running out.

Breathtaking in scope, The Medea Hypothesis is certain to arouse fierce debate and radically transform our
worldview. It serves as an urgent challenge to all of us to think in new ways if we hope to save ourselves
from ourselves.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Hodge:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this The Medea Hypothesis: Is Life on Earth Ultimately Self-Destructive?
(Science Essentials).

Kathryn Bowen:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is definitely The Medea Hypothesis: Is Life on Earth Ultimately Self-Destructive?
(Science Essentials).

Regina Nichols:

The Medea Hypothesis: Is Life on Earth Ultimately Self-Destructive? (Science Essentials) can be one of
your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining
however delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing The Medea Hypothesis: Is Life on Earth Ultimately Self-Destructive? (Science
Essentials) but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial imagining.

Andrew Blanton:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled
update of news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book,
novel and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just trying to find the The Medea Hypothesis: Is Life on Earth Ultimately Self-
Destructive? (Science Essentials) when you necessary it?
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