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Illustrated with numerous stories collected from Alaska, the Y ukon, and South Africa and further enlivened
by the author's accessible style and experiences as a longtime oral historian and archivist, So They
Understand is a comprehensive study of the specia challenges and concerns involved in documenting,
representing, preserving, and interpreting oral narratives. The title of the book comes from a quotation by
Chief Peter John, the traditional chief of the Tanana Chiefs region in central Alaska: "In between thelinesis
something special going on in their minds, and that has got to be brought to light, so they understand just
exactly what issaid."

William Schneider discusses how stories work in relation to their cultures and performance settings, sorts out
different types of stories-from broad genres such as persona narratives and life histories to such more
specific and less-often considered types as presentations at hearings and other public gatherings-and
examines avariety of critical issues, including the roles and relationships of storytellers and interviewers,
accurate representation and preservation of stories and their performances, understanding and interpreting
their cultural backgrounds and meanings, and intellectual property rights. Throughout, he blends adiverse
selection of stories, including his own, into atext rich with pertinent examples.

William Schneider is curator of oral history and associate in anthropology at the Rasmuson Library,
University of Alaska Fairbanks, where he introduced oral history "jukeboxes," innovative interactive,
multimedia computer files that present and cross-reference audio oral history and related photos and maps.
Among other works, his publications include, as editor, Kusig: An Eskimo Life History from the Arctic
Coast of Alaska and, with Phyllis Morrow, When Our Words Return: Writing, Hearing, and Remembering
Oral Traditions of Alaska and the Y ukon.
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From reader reviews:
Eva Velasco:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled So They Understand. Try to stumble through book So They
Understand as your close friend. It meansthat it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Y eah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make
new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Debra Davis:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without
adoubt. People is human not only arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you haveread is
definitely So They Understand.

Daniel Buch:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirementsis So They Understand this publication consist alot of the information
in the condition of thisworld now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect
styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some exploration when
he makes this book. Thisiswhy this book suitable all of you.

Jean Proffitt:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may haveitin e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of So They Understand can give you alot of friends
because by you taking alook at this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more like
an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have So They Understand.
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