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Ridiculous Critics is an anthology of eighteenth-century writings on the figure of the literary critic, and on
the critic’s mixed and complex role. The collection assembles critical texts and satirical images
chronologically to suggest a vision of the history of eighteenth-century literary criticism. Including comic,
vicious, heartfelt and absurd passages from critics, poets, novelists and literary commentators celebrated and
obscure, the writings range through poetry, fiction, drama, and periodical writing.

The anthology also includes two original essays discussing and illustrating the irrepressible spirit of critical
ridicule in the period, and commending its value and effect. The first offers an evaluation of the merciless
and sometimes shockingly venomous satirical attacks on critical habits and personalities of the eighteenth
century. The editors argue that such attacks are reflexive, in the sense that criticism becomes increasingly
supple and able to observe and examine its own irresponsible ingenuities from within. The volume’s
concluding essay supplies an analysis of modern modes of criticism and critical history, and suggests
applications across time. We propose that humor’s vital force was once an important part of living criticism.

The eighteenth-century mockery of critics casts light on a neglected common thread in the history of
criticism and its recent manifestations; it prompts questions about the relative absence of comedy from the
stories we presently tell about critics dead or alive. The passages invite laughter, both with the critics and at
their expense, and suggest the place that ridicule might have had since the eighteenth century in the making
of judgments, and in the pricking of critical pretension. For this reason, they indicate the role that laughter
may still have in criticism today and provide an encouraging precedent for its future.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Walters:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Ridiculous Critics: Augustan Mockery of
Critical Judgment will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

William Butcher:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day every day to reading a e-book. The book Ridiculous Critics: Augustan Mockery of Critical
Judgment it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks
were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Tracey Cook:

This Ridiculous Critics: Augustan Mockery of Critical Judgment is completely new way for you who has
attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto
it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Ridiculous Critics:
Augustan Mockery of Critical Judgment can be the light food for you because the information inside this
kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone,
yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this
book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life and knowledge.

Melissa Kim:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the
top list in your reading list is Ridiculous Critics: Augustan Mockery of Critical Judgment. This book which
can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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