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During his sojourn in England during the 1870s, a young Cavafy found himself enthralled by the aesthetic
movement of cosmopolitan London. It was during these years that he encountered the canvases and
personalities of Pre-Raphaelite painters, including Burne-Jones and Whistler, as well as works of aesthetic
writers who were effecting a revolution in British literary culture and channeling influences from France that
would gradually coalesce into an international decadent movement. In Reframing Decadence Peter Jeffreys
returns us to this critical period of Cavafy's life, showing the poet's creative indebtedness to British and
French avant-garde aesthetes whose collective impact on his poetry proved to be profound. In the process,
Jeffreys offers a critical reappraisal of Cavafy’s relation to Victorian aestheticism and French literary
decadence.

Foremost among the tropes of decadence that captivated Cavafy were the decline of imperial Rome, the rise
of Christianity, and the lingering twilight of Byzantium. The influence of Walter Pater on Cavafy’s view of
classical and late-antique history was immense, inflected as it was with an unapologetic homoerotic aesthetic
that Cavafy would adopt as his own, making Pater’s imaginary portraits an important touchstone for his own
historicizing poetry. Cavafy would move beyond Pater to explore a more openly homoerotic sensuality but
he never quite abandoned this rich Victorian legacy, one that contributed greatly to his emergence as a global
poet. Jeffreys concludes by considering Cavafy’s current popularity as a gay poet and his curious relation to
kitsch as manifest in his ongoing popularity via translation and visual media.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Ward:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Reframing Decadence: C. P. Cavafy's
Imaginary Portraits. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about
how is important some sort of book Reframing Decadence: C. P. Cavafy's Imaginary Portraits. You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Marian Storie:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option
to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should
read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled Reframing Decadence: C. P. Cavafy's
Imaginary Portraits can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Lee Fuller:

This Reframing Decadence: C. P. Cavafy's Imaginary Portraits is great e-book for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Reframing Decadence: C. P. Cavafy's Imaginary Portraits in your hand like having the world in your
arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second
right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still
doubt which?

Clara Radtke:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Reframing Decadence: C. P.
Cavafy's Imaginary Portraits can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out
of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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