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Whether we regard it as the collected inscriptions of an earlier oral tradition or as the divinely authored
source text of liturgical ritual, the Bible can be understood as a sacred performance text, aframework for an
instructional theater that performs the shared moral and ethical values of a community. It's not surprising,
then, that playwrights have turned to the Bible as a source for theatrical adaptation. Biblical texts have
inspired more than 100 Broadway plays and musicals, ranging from early spectacles like Ben-Hur (1899) to
more familiar works such as Godspell and Jesus Christ Superstar. What happens when a culture’ s most
sacred text enters its most commercia performance venue?

Playing God focuses on eleven financially and/or critically successful productions, as well as afew notable
Broadway flops that highlight the difficulties in adapting the Old and New Testaments for the stage. The
book isinformed by both performance studies and theater history, combining analysis of play-scripts with
archival research into the actual circumstances of production and reception. Biblical plays, Henry Bial
argues, balance religious and commercial considerations through a complex blend of spectacle, authenticity,
sincerity, and irony. Though there is no magic formulafor a successful adaptation, these four analytical
lenses help explain why some biblical plays thrive while others have not.
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From reader reviews:
Rosalyn Kendall:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individual s keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual isyou don't know what kind you should start with. This Playing God: The Bible on the Broadway
Stage is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

William Pak:

Exactly why? Because this Playing God: The Bible on the Broadway Stage is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So, it is
good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you alot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If | were you | will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

Mikel Davis:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be study.
Playing God: The Bible on the Broadway Stage can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have
those short time problems.

Wayne Kong:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half parts of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Playing God: The Bible on the Broadway Stage to
make your current reading isinteresting. Y our personal skill of reading proficiency is devel oping when you
such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about
book and looking at especially. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside
that the e-book Playing God: The Bible on the Broadway Stage can to be your friend when you'retruly feel
alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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