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Death of an Idealist is the biography of Neil Aggett, the only white person to die while being held in custody
by South Africa's apartheid security police. A medical doctor who worked most of the week as an unpaid
trade union organiser, Aggett's stark non-materialism, shared by his partner Dr Elizabeth Floyd, aroused
suspicions. When their names appeared on a list of 'Close Comrades' prepared for opposition leaders in exile
they were among a swathe of union activists detained in 1981. After 70 days in detention Aggett was found
hanging from the bars of the steel grille in his cell in John Vorster Square. He was the 51st person, and the
first white person, to die in detention. He was 28. His death provoked an enormous public outcry, his funeral
attended by thousands of workers who marched through the streets of Johannesburg. This quiet, intense
young man was, in death, a 'people's hero'.Born to settler parents in Kenya in 1953, Neil Aggett moved with
his family to South Africa in early childhood. He attended school in Grahamstown before studying medicine
at the University of Cape Town. Death of an Idealist explores the metamorphosis of a high-achieving, sports-
loving schoolboy into a dedicated activist and unpaid trade union organiser. Beverley Naidoo traces Neil
Aggett's life, in particular the years leading up to his detention as a result of a Security Branch 'sting'
operation, the weeks of interrogation, and the inquest that followed his death. She recreates the momentous
events of his life and, in doing so, reveals the extraordinary impact Neil's life had on those around him
including his family, friends and comrades. Today, a generation later, South Africa is free and democratic.
Yet the idealism and sacrifice displayed by Neil Aggett and so many others appears to have been replaced by
cynicism and hand-wringing. Death of an Idealist is as much the story of a remarkable young man as it is a
reminder that every generation needs its idealists.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Wolff:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Death of An Idealist: In
Search of Neil Aggett book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Mark Garcia:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Death of An Idealist:
In Search of Neil Aggett, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come
on its identified as reading friends.

Gary Collis:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Death of An Idealist: In Search of Neil Aggett can make you really
feel more interested to read.

Kurt Bohnert:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Death of An Idealist: In Search of Neil
Aggett to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it
and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
open up a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Death of An Idealist: In Search of Neil Aggett can
to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these
time.
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