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A memoir of Karachi through the eyes of its women

An Indies Introduce Debut Authors Selection 
 
For a brief moment on December 27, 2007, life came to a standstill in Pakistan. Benazir Bhutto, the
country’s former prime minister and the first woman ever to lead a Muslim country, had been assassinated at
a political rally just outside Islamabad. Back in Karachi—Bhutto’s birthplace and Pakistan’s other great
metropolis—Rafia Zakaria’s family was suffering through a crisis of its own: her Uncle Sohail, the man who
had brought shame upon the family, was near death. In that moment these twin catastrophes—one political
and public, the other secret and intensely personal—briefly converged. 
 
Zakaria uses that moment to begin her intimate exploration of the country of her birth. Her Muslim-Indian
family immigrated to Pakistan from Bombay in 1962, escaping the precarious state in which the Muslim
population in India found itself following the Partition. For them, Pakistan represented enormous promise.
And for some time, Zakaria’s family prospered and the city prospered. But in the 1980s, Pakistan’s military
dictators began an Islamization campaign designed to legitimate their rule—a campaign that particularly
affected women’s freedom and safety. The political became personal when her aunt Amina’s husband,
Sohail, did the unthinkable and took a second wife, a humiliating and painful betrayal of kin and custom that
shook the foundation of Zakaria’s family but was permitted under the country’s new laws. The young Rafia
grows up in the shadow of Amina’s shame and fury, while the world outside her home turns ever more
chaotic and violent as the opportunities available to post-Partition immigrants are dramatically curtailed and
terrorism sows its seeds in Karachi.
 
Telling the parallel stories of Amina’s polygamous marriage and Pakistan’s hopes and betrayals, The
Upstairs Wife is an intimate exploration of the disjunction between exalted dreams and complicated realities.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Kurt Hooper:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This The Upstairs Wife: An Intimate History of Pakistan book is readable
by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The
writer involving The Upstairs Wife: An Intimate History of Pakistan content conveys thinking easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Upstairs Wife: An Intimate History of
Pakistan is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Brian Rankins:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this The
Upstairs Wife: An Intimate History of Pakistan.

Marla Brinker:

This The Upstairs Wife: An Intimate History of Pakistan is completely new way for you who has attention to
look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge
more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Upstairs Wife: An
Intimate History of Pakistan can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is
easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your
better life along with knowledge.

Kisha Hutton:

You can obtain this The Upstairs Wife: An Intimate History of Pakistan by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about



your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade.
Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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