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Focusing on the creation and misuse of government documents in Vietnam since the 1920s, The Government
of Mistrust reveals how profoundly the dynamics of bureaucracy have affected Vietnamese efforts to build a
socialist society. In examining the flurries of paperwork and directives that moved back and forth between
high- and low-level officials, Ken MacLean underscores a paradox: in trying to gather accurate information
about the realities of life in rural areas, and thus better govern from Hanoi, the Vietnamese central
government employed strategies that actually made the state increasingly illegible to itself.

            MacLean exposes a falsified world existing largely on paper. As high-level officials attempted to
execute centralized planning via decrees, procedures, questionnaires, and audits, low-level officials and
peasants used their own strategies to solve local problems. To obtain hoped-for aid from the central
government, locals overstated their needs and underreported the resources they actually possessed. Higher-
ups attempted to re-establish centralized control and legibility by creating yet more bureaucratic procedures.
Amidst the resulting mistrust and ambiguity, many low-level officials were able to engage in strategic action
and tactical maneuvering that have shaped socialism in Vietnam in surprising ways.
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From reader reviews:

Jackie Gonzalez:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
large amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
The Government of Mistrust: Illegibility and Bureaucratic Power in Socialist Vietnam (New Perspectives in
Se Asian Studies).

Roman Leonard:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
go through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The
Government of Mistrust: Illegibility and Bureaucratic Power in Socialist Vietnam (New Perspectives in Se
Asian Studies) offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

James Jones:

This The Government of Mistrust: Illegibility and Bureaucratic Power in Socialist Vietnam (New
Perspectives in Se Asian Studies) is fresh way for you who has attention to look for some information
because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or
else you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Government of Mistrust: Illegibility and
Bureaucratic Power in Socialist Vietnam (New Perspectives in Se Asian Studies) can be the light food for
you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce
itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just
read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.

Jack McCurdy:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the top
checklist in your reading list is The Government of Mistrust: Illegibility and Bureaucratic Power in Socialist
Vietnam (New Perspectives in Se Asian Studies). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry



Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you
can get many advantages.
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