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Despite a shared colonial past, South American nations experienced different patterns of conflict in the
nineteenth century. These differences led to the creation of a variety of states and regimes, from authoritarian
military oligarchies to popular democracies. Using a rigorous logic of comparison, Fernando López-Alves
explores the roots of state building in five countries and explains why the political systems of these early
postindependent societies were prone to militarism, corporatism, or liberal democracy.
Breaking with the traditional economic analysis of South American development, López-Alves argues that
civil-military relations lay at the core of state building. By comparing three countries in
particular—Uruguay, Colombia, and Argentina—during an intense phase of state and regime formation, he
shows how war and the collective action of the rural poor contributed to the construction of central armies,
the rise of new social classes, and the emergence of civilian organizations. He also examines characteristics
unique to each country’s war-formed culture and discusses how coalitions were built during this period.
Examples from Paraguay and Venezuela and references to state formation in Europe, the United States, Asia,
and the Middle East add to the complexity and richness of the study’s comparative analysis.
Drawing on a vast bibliography of both primary and secondary sources, López-Alves goes beyond providing
insights into the particular development of Latin American countries and introduces a comprehensive theory
of state formation applicable to other regions. This book will interest Latin Americanists, historians, political
scientists, and sociologists studying state formation.
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From reader reviews:

Joanna Weekley:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular State Formation and
Democracy in Latin America, 1810-1900 book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book
is greater than just a book.

Michael Bradley:

This State Formation and Democracy in Latin America, 1810-1900 is great book for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
State Formation and Democracy in Latin America, 1810-1900 in your hand like keeping the world in your
arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt which?

Paul Tirrell:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is usually State Formation and Democracy in Latin America, 1810-1900. This
book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious
person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Thomas Heiden:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this State Formation and Democracy in Latin America, 1810-1900 can make



you really feel more interested to read.
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